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Grand old pianos get new voices

By lanet Qinsburg

Bencu, 1o THE Tomuse

hey are old, very od,
Some more than 100
vears old, Their
voices have heén
dulled by age, their
legs aren't is Sirong 43 they
uzed 1o bevand years of gum-
mir himidity and winter
drymesg have takon a toll, Bot
for the A.plus baby  grand
plongs in varlous stages of
disnssembly and rapair &
Ronafssance Crafltsmen Resto-
ration Ine. In Forasi Park, the
futnre not onty looks bright;
1§ soninds protiy good too
The [ull restorafion of a
vintage pinno can foke any-
where from Tour te six months
and cost $8.000 fe B15.000,
depending on swhather 1 {= &0
npright or grand, the igiricacy
of the woodwork and the
extent of the damage. It
inclides a complete refinishing
aned Testornbon of (e exterior
cabitet, reconstruction of the
iourd board and the pin block
(where the sirings attach o
tuning pips), as well as now
strings. hammers and keys If
e job i= done well ‘s good
restored  plang can be worth
AF TouUCh Bs 5000, However,
tochrnlgue counts: If sny part
of the job lan'l pecliel whal
was once a valuable instru-
ment cnn beeome worthless.
YWou need to reatare & plans
when it wonT stay in tune (the
kevhpard is sloppy or the
sound guality is poor becauss
the hammars have worn oul
or the strings are brittke, Or
it if Tooks erdmmy,” Says
Jeffrey Cappeill, president of
Remaissance Craftsmen, one of
a number of Chicago Ilrms
that restored pianoy. Fortus
napely, consldering the price
tag, It is a job necded anly
once every 50 years or =5 Bul
thai means many of the great
planos from the 18:30s, 08 and
408 are now due for an
mwerimul.

Often it 3 & plano’s sEntl-
mental, rather than (s musk
cal. valug thal prompts &n
pwner to restore it “Mostoof
the befter pinncs sre owned
by planiits, The rést are gen
erally fTamily heirlooms” Cap
pilll sy

Scott Cariim, sales mansger
at Pickie . Piono Co. in
Bloomingdals, agrees

"% probably restors aboot

Trrtoma gihodos Ty MIe Oiliandt Brosm

Finishar Alexander Camschio at
work {above and rgnt). A
rastonad antigue: plum I'I'IE? e
worth $45,000—I1 |t was 20
extelient instrument 1o begin
with, A piang keyboard removed
for restaration (Dalow eft) and
the Canving embellishing the
sheat-music holder of-a 1928
Chas, M. Stisfl custom mode|
piano (belaw right).

o hundred piancs a year and 2
ot are family heirlooms" s
Carlin. “Most of the old
uprights are not worth restor,
ing sxeept for sentlmental
value. Affer U0 years, the wood
geta dry and begine to crack”
Ta dotermine whether on
oider piane is worth restoring
have it appralsed by o technd-
oign  Both Cappalli-snd Carlin
supgpest calling around to
music conservatories, orches-
tros and dealers for referances
to o good plano restorer,
“There are just so many
details between the finish
work, the keybearde-and- the
artion work |how the hpmmers
hit ihe strings]'" says Cagpelll
“You need to ask whether o
restorer le golng to #tmy
authentic. If ' & Steinway,
gre the parts going to coma
from Slelnway oF dome other
manufaeturar! You need to
find oul whether sny part of
the job |= going to be sant out
Find ‘out who's golng 0 b2 |y a)) from classical and juez to raton Tne = ar 733 W Harrd
working on vour piang. IS % yoatime and rock 'n' roll. son St, Forest Park: 7o8

somenms well-irsined or some . Ead revs
] Whats this ihe AR o AN OE,
one still learning™ il et e fo ptsy et Plickie. Plang’ Co, is i 104 W,

The pianos limed up in the Lake Sr., Bleomingdale
RCR workrooms have played Herintesnanee Urgftsmen Resto- SR04 7R
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